
Part 3, 1928 – 1972 Barnardo’s Home

The Barnardo's home was opened in May 1928 for 53 
girls between the ages of 15 and just over 30 years old 
who had lived at Barkingside village since childhood 
having been certified as "mentally defective". They 
were judged "unfit on account of their mentality to 
take up normal life and work". Their motto was "Cheer 
up and go on".

The annual report in 1928 confirmed the girls "are 
happy in the beautiful house and grounds". But, 
curiously the home did not feature in the Annual 
Reports or publicity for the 12 years the "MD" girls 
lived there.

The governor, Miss Picton-Turberville found the 
Warlies girls problematic. One by one the cottage 
"mothers" began to resign. It transpired the Matron 
was being cruel to the girls and "crept around the 
house and stood staring at people". It appeared she 
was actually a drug addict. She was dismissed on the 
spot and sent to the railway station in the governor's 
car with a month's wages!

Barnardo's was criticised by the Board of Control 
Inspectors in 1935. They disapproved of the silence at 
dinner time and of the practice of sending the girls to 
bed as punishment. Warlies was to be the last venture 
for caring for the mentally subnormal for almost 20 
years. The care of the mentally deficient was little 
understood and generally neglected in those days.  

However, the physical care of the children in the 
Barnardo's home continued to be ahead of its time.  
The children were educated in health and hygiene 
"above their class". Before the 1st World War very few 
working class people even owned a toothbrush.

By 1940 it was converted to a Special Housecraft 
Training School where Barnardo's girls learnt domestic 
service including steam laundry work.

They did the laundry for many big houses in the area 
including Copped Hall and Woodredon.

Pictures: (Top Left) Opening of the Barnardo's home at Warlies
(Top Right) Barnardo's canteen c1940 (Middle) Inside the School Block c1940 (Bottom) Inside the School Block c1940  

 of Warlies Park House



The school was now splendidly equipped for 
dressmaking, embroidery, cooking, gardening and 
cleaning.

The girls would stay for about a year after which they 
were in great demand to work in the outside world. 

In 1954 it became a mixed home for children. They all 
had new clothes, shoes and a suit to be worn on 
Sundays at church. 

Once a week a doctor would visit and every six months 
the children would go to the dentist at Woodford 
Bridge Hospital. 

The Superintendent was Bruce Belfield and his wife, 
Margaret, was the Matron. The children were 
encouraged to join the Boy Scouts and the Girl Guides. 

Pictures: (Top Left) (Bottom) Portico Newly built School Block c1940 (Middle) Georgian Wing c1955. Note air raid shelter beneath the children 
(Top Right) Archery at Warlies (Bottom) Home made Car  

Many took the Duke of Edinburgh's Award, which was 
organised by their popular headmaster, George Ewing.    
Most children happily enjoyed pursuits such as 
camping, swimming, first aid, horse riding, fishing, 
music, photographic printing & films, woodwork, 
farming and even motorbike repairs with the help of 
Bruce.

There were trips to the seaside, the Royal Tournament, 
Christmas parties, the London Zoo etc.

Each year there was a garden fete often opened by 
Lady Victoria Bentick, daughter of Sir Thomas Fowell 
Buxton 5th. 

In 1958 the Belfields were replaced by Jack and 
Dorothy Knight. The first thing Mrs Knight did was to 
tell all the staff to call her Mrs Knight and not Matron, 
and all of the staff to be called by their Christian 
names.

The Knights were also very popular with the children.  
Jack even helped them to make a car from motor bike 
parts and anything else they could find.



By now, Warlies had been a care home for 40 years by 
which time it was recognised that the main building 
required considerable investment to meet rising 
standards and was not entirely suitable for physically 
handicapped children. It was apparent that the cost of 
the repairs and internal modernisation was too great.   
The Council of Barnardo's decided to relocate the 
children to a new centre, Mosses House in Barkingside 
and Warlies Children's Home closed in 1972.

Mr. & Mrs Knight retired after 12 years and were 
deeply missed. The headmaster, George Ewing, retired 
after more than 20 years at Warlies.

The Greater London Council (GLC) expressed an 
interest in making Warlies a country park, but nothing 
came of it. Unfortunately Warlies remained empty for 
4 years and in that time was severely vandalised and 
badly exposed to the elements after lead was stolen 
from the roof etc...  At some stage there was a fire that 
damaged much of the Bachelor Wing roof.

This achievement found its way into the papers and the 
Chingford Round Table raised enough money to 
eventually donate a total of 10 go-karts for the children 
to play with.  

John Surtees, the world motor cycle and car racing 
champion dropped in to support them.

Mr Pastry (Richard Hearne) visited Warlies in 1961 to 
raise money for a swimming pool that could also 
accommodate children in wheel chairs.  He enlisted the 
help of the Olympic swimmer, Margaret Edwards, 
holder of the 110 yds women's back stroke world 
record.  She raised £6000 and in 1963 Mr. Pastry was at 
Warlies to officially open the new heated pool located 
in the Old School Block.  It even had CCTV to monitor 
the safety of the children from the main house.

Pictures: (Top Left) (Middle) 
pool by Mr. Pastry, 1963

Go karts donated by Chingford Round Table c1960 John Surtees, Motorcycle & Grand Prix World Champion at Warlies (Bottom) The offical opening of the new
(Top Right) Sports Day at Warlies, 1964
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